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A B O U T  U S

Your tread must be light and sure, as though your path were upon rice paper. It is said, a 

Shaolin priest can walk through walls. Looked Listened for, he can not be heard. Touched, 

can not be felt. 
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B I G E S T  T E A M

Building Community Value is dedicated to facilitating real estate development projects 

in neighborhoods throughout Detroit. We respond to the aspirations of Detroit residents 

who are most directly impacted by development in their neighborhoods.

Building the Engine  
of Community 

Development in 
Detroit

 O U R  M I S S I O N  

 F U N D I N G  P A R T N E R S  

 S T R A T E G I C  P A R T N E R S  
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Chase L .  Cantre l l  

Monique Becker  

Daisha Mar t in  

Josh Bai ls  

Brandon Hodges 

Adam Kokenakes 

Janel l  O’Keefe

Execut ive  Director  

Manager  of  Program Implementat ion 

Manager  of  Technical  Ass istance 

Technical  Ass istant  

Technical  Ass istant  

Technical  Ass istant  

Technical  Ass istant

L-R: Chase L. Cantrell, Monique Becker, Brandon Hodges, Josh Bails, Adam Kokenakes, Janell O’Keefe, and Daisha 
Martin.



I really appreciated how thorough the Better 
Buildings, Better Blocks course was, how kind 
and patient the course leaders and Technical 
Assistants were, and how helpful and open my 
fellow cohort members were to sharing what 
they know and assisting fellow cohort 
members.

“
Malika Pryor  
COHORT 11 | BETTER BUILDINGS BETTER BLOCKS



2021  
Annual  
Report

2021 was a year of unprecedented 
growth for Building Community 

Value. We continued to perfect our 
course model, deepened our 

connection with local developers, 
expanded our research and policy 

advocacy efforts, and smashed our 
fundraising goals.

O U R  Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W



Organizational 
Development

2 0 2 1  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

In 2021 we reached a new fundraising milestone —  
raising over $340,000 to expand our work over the next 3 years. 

$ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 $ 7 5 , 0 0 0 $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 $ 2 , 5 0 0$ 5 , 0 0 0

Thank you to our funders for their generous support!



Better Buildings, 
Better Blocks

2 0 2 1  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

 2 0 2 1  P R O G R A M  H I G H L I G H T S  

C O H O R T  1 1   

2 1  P a r t i c i p a n t s

Last year we continued to improve the Better Buildings, Better 
Blocks curriculum. Our main efforts included updating the residential 
pro forma and commercial pro forma in our Flagstar Bank sponsored 
course pack, and connecting our participants with more leaders in 
Detroit’s development ecosystem than ever before through quarterly 
mixers, neighborhood treks, and in-class programming.

C O H O R T  1 2  

2 8  P a r t i c i p a n t s

Cohort 12 Group Photo

 R E S O U R C E  P A R T N E R S  

We’d like to extend a special thank you to our 2021 resource 
partners. This intentionally curated group of businesses and 
organizations provides resources necessary for successful real estate 
development in Detroit.



Better Buildings, 
Better Blocks

2 0 2 1  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

 G U E S T  S P E A K E R S  

Darnell Adams 
Gilbert Family Foundation 

Clifford Brown 
Woodborn Partners 

Tarolyn Buckles 
Onyx Enterprises 

Laura Chavez-Wazeerud-Din  
Flagstar Bank 

Melinda Clemons 
Enterprise Community Partners 

Kimberly Dokes 
Dokes Design Architecture 

Kimani Jeffrey 
City of Detroit

Last year, we took advantage of the accessibility of our virtual format by incorporating 
panels where local real estate development leaders shared their expertise with our cohorts.

DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION PANEL 
L-R: Tarolyn Buckles (Onyx Enterprises, Inc.), Elyse Wolf (Mona Lisa Construction, Inc.), 
Kimberly Dokes (Dokes Design & Architecture), Tanya Saldivar-Ali (AGi Construction 
Solutions), Rebecca ‘Bucky’ Willis (Bleeding Heart Design), and Monique Becker (BCV)

Tanya Saldivar-Ali 
AGI Construction Services 

John Schoeniger 
Detroit Development Fund 

Ashlen Sharpe 
Federal Home Loan Bank Indianapolis 

Jacob Walker 
DTE Energy 

Rebecca ‘Bucky’ Willis 
Bleeding Heart Design 

Elyse Wolf 
Mona Lisa Development

Mitch & Celeste Kuffa 
Inspections by MJK & Associates 

Jason Malone 
I&M Appraisals 

Katrina Martin 
WOW Tax & Advisory Services 

Tyler Petersen 
Opportunity Resource Fund 

Lisa Royster 
Huntington Bank 

Jermaine Ruffin  
City of Detroit



Better Buildings, 
Better Blocks

2 0 2 1  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

 C O H O R T  D E V E L O P M E N T  P R O J E C T S  A W A R D S  

In 2021, we were happy to award $6,250 to support promising real estate projects developed by our participants.

C o h o r t  1 2  
A w a r d e e s

Kirk Welsh$1,250
Dr. Shawn Forman & Leslie Tom$750

Laneetra Miller$500
BrieAnn Bell$750

Marie Streety & Wanda Terry$1,250
Xavier Cornelius$750
Theodore McNeal$750

C o h o r t  1 1  
A w a r d e e s



BCV Alumni 
Engagement

2 0 2 1  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

Our alumni have continued to thrive and make their stamp on Detroit’s 
real estate development ecosystem. Throughout 2021, BCV hosted four 
(4) virtual alumni mixers where we fellowshipped and learned about the 
progress our past participants have made with respect to their 
development projects and goals.  

Each mixer had a different theme giving attendees a deep dive into 
various aspects of the real estate development industry.

 2 0 2 1  A L U M N I  M I X E R  T O P I C S  

N o v e m b e r  | B S E E D  +  P e r m i t s

A u g u s t  | L o c a l  C o m m e r c i a l  R e a l  E s t a t e  D e v e l o p m e n t

M a y  | D T E  &  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y  
C o m m u n i t y  E n g a g e m e n t  B e s t  P r a c t i c e s

M a r c h  | C i t y  o f  D e t r o i t  +  E q u i t a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  
D e v e l o p m e n t  i n  H i g h l a n d  P a r k



Virtual Neighborhood 
Treks

2 0 2 1  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

In order to understand the impact of your development, you need to 
actually get in the neighborhood. This year we helped our stakeholders 
do this, by teaming up with resident developers to host virtual 
neighborhood treks throughout Detroit.  

During these treks, we toured each resident’s neighborhood 
development project, and discussed the impacts and goals of real 
development from a grassroots perspective.

East English Village & Morningside 
Darnell Adams, Latisha Johnson, Allen Penniman, and Joe Rashid

 L O C A T I O N S  +  H O S T S  

Highland Park 
Anthony Askew, Angela Lugo-Thomas, and Juan Shannon

LaSalle Gardens & Virginia Park 
George Adams, Joyce Moore, and Julian Witherspoon



Detroit Landlord 
Assessment

2 0 2 1  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

In early 2021, the Erb Family Foundation awarded BCV $75,000 to 
conduct a Detroit Landlord Assessment in partnership with Wayne 
State University’s Center for Urban Studies.  

This project focuses on understanding the rental landscape in Detroit 
through over 65 one-on-one interviews with Detroit landlords 
regarding their development practices, barriers to their work, and the 
resources needed to be successful in the ecosystem.  

The recommendations resulting from this assessment will be used by 
BCV to guide future programming, and by the City of Detroit to guide 
future policy making.



Youth Real Estate 
Development Curriculum

2 0 2 1  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

Last year we expanded our audience, partnering with Building the Engine of Community Development in Detroit to develop a real estate development 

curriculum for students at Southwestern High School. This truncated version of Better Buildings, Better Blocks introduced youth to key concepts of real 

estate development, including types of developments, career options in the industry, and the potential impact of development in their communities. We 

look forward to continuing these kinds of partnerships in the future. 

 S A M P L E  C U R R I C U L U M  M O D U L E S  



Media &  
Recognition

2 0 2 1  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

2021 was a big year for BCV and our team! We received recognition for our work and impact in multiple publications, and had the opportunity to 
share our expertise on various media platforms. 

 P U B L I C A T I O N S   P O D C A S T S  +  P A N E L S  

Crain’s  Detro i t  Bus iness |  20 in  the i r  Twent ies

Crain’s  Detro i t  Bus iness |  2021 Notable  Real  Estate  Execut ives

DBusiness |  30 in  Thei r  Thi r t ies  2021

Detour  Detro i t  |  How Bui ld ing Community  Value puts  local  
development  into  the hands of  Detro i ters  

Model  D |  This  is  B lack development  in  Detro i t   

Next  Ci ty  |  Developers  of  Color  St i l l  Swimming Against  the Current  in  
Commerc ia l  Real  Estate

The Streets  Are P lanning hosted by Jermaine Ruff in  (podcast )

Authent ica l ly  Detro i t  |  Ju ly  2021 & August  2021 (podcast )

Black Women Lead hosted by Piper  Car ter  |  Episode #7 (podcast )

Smar t  Growth Amer ica (panel )

Bui ld ing Black Futures powered by Urban Consulate  Detro i t  (panel )

Black P laces Matter  powered by Urban Consulate  Cinc innat i  (panel )

Local  F i rst  Ar izona -  Impact  Ser ies  (panel )

Noir  Design Par t i  (event )

https://www.crainsdetroit.com/awards/monique-becker-and-elyse-wolf-20-their-20s-2021
https://www.modeldmedia.com/features/black-dev-detroit.aspx
https://www.crainsdetroit.com/awards/chase-cantrell-notable-real-estate-executives
https://detourdetroiter.com/building-community-value-equitable-development-detroit/
https://detourdetroiter.com/building-community-value-equitable-development-detroit/
https://www.dbusiness.com/business-features/30-in-their-thirties-2021/
https://nextcity.org/urbanist-news/developers-of-color-still-swimming-against-current-commercial-real-estate
https://nextcity.org/urbanist-news/developers-of-color-still-swimming-against-current-commercial-real-estate
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/building-community-value-w-chase-cantrell/id1466459570?i=1000504090835
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5idXp6c3Byb3V0LmNvbS8zNzczMjEucnNz/episode/QnV6enNwcm91dC04OTM3MjA4
https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5idXp6c3Byb3V0LmNvbS8zNzczMjEucnNz/episode/QnV6enNwcm91dC04OTczNzcz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ur0Ud0UXfT0&ab_channel=SmartGrowthOnline
https://buildingtheengine.com/bulletin/urban-consulate-upcoming-events/
http://www.urbanconsulate.com/blog/2021/8/4/black-places-matter
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S1B-5_380js&ab_channel=LocalFirstArizona
https://www.linkedin.com/events/mcnicholsdeveloper-architecture6863474424067235840/


The interaction between the cohort, Technical 
Assistants, and Chase was phenomenal. 
Classes were interactive and office hours made 
the course that much better. Even with this 
being a virtual course, I truly felt a sense of 
community and built some incredible 
relationships through BCV.

“
Lamar Turner 
COHORT 11 | BETTER BUILDINGS BETTER BLOCKS



This year, Building Community Value 
is focused on building upon the 

projects we started in 2021, and 
launching new resources to 

strengthen the network of local 
developers that we’ve trained and 
supported over the past 6 years.

2022 
Prospective

W H A T ’ S  T O  C O M E
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B I G E S T  T E A M

This year we are expanding the support provided to our course graduate through a 
new BCV Alumni Portal. Past participants will be able to access all the most recent 
versions of our pro-forma and course documents, connect with each other, and learn 
about upcoming BCV events and resources.  

This portal is the first of many steps we will take to deepen our connection with 
alumni throughout 2022.

We are  excited to bring back Better Buildings, Better Blocks - but the course will 
look a bit different this year.  Our team will only teach one round of our course, with 
Cohort 13 taking place from March 2022 to November 2022.  We have also 
expanded our curriculum to include 9 sessions and new experiential learning 
activities such as off-site visits to development projects throughout Detroit.

B E T T E R  B U I L D I N G S ,  B E T T E R  B L O C K S

 B C V  A L U M N I  P O R T A L  
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This year,  Building Community Value is working with partners to revamp Detroit’s 
Real Estate Association of Developers. The new iteration of the membership and 
advocacy organization will support Black developers – ensuring they have the 
guidance, resources, and access needed to overcome traditional barriers to 
development in the city. We are excited to share more about this work in the coming 
months. 

We look forward to completing our Detroit Landlord Assessment project early this 
year. Once complete, we will release a white paper detailing our findings and 
recommendations. These recommendations will also be used by the City of Detroit 
to guide their future policies with respect to landlords and rental housing in our 
communities.

D E T R O I T  L A N D L O R D  W H I T E  P A P E R

P O L I C Y  A D V O C A C Y



[Better Buildings, Better Blocks] has become 
more successful every year. [Our last cohort was 
the best group yet.] Their projects were polished. 
Their numbers made sense. Every cohort, we get 
better at teaching. As new things arise (in the 
industry), we are able to incorporate them in our 
teaching.

“
Chase L. Cantrell 
DETOUR DETROIT (SEPTEMBER 2021)



We appreciate

 B C V D e t r o i t . o r g  

 c h a s e @ b c v d e t r o i t . o r g  

 @ B C V D e t r o i t  

 @ B C V D e t r o i t  

 @ B C V D e t r o i t  

all of your
support!

Building Community  
Value Detroit


